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The History

The city of Coldwater derives its name from the Potawatomi
word “chuck-sey-ya-bish” meaning “cold water”. The first
seftlers came to this area from upstate New York and New
England by way of the Erie Canal. Pioneers traveling the
Sauk Trail (now U.S. 12) found this area inhabited by “fierce
and war-like” Indians, and many seftlers kept moving on.

Potawatomi leader Chief Topinabee sold what is now
Branch County to the United States government in 1821.
Joseph Godfrey established the first frading postin 1822 near
downtown Coldwater. In 1829, Branch County was laid out
and named after John Branch of North Carolina, who was
President Jackson's Secretary of the Navy.

Hugh Campbell built the first log cabin in 1830 located
on East Chicago Street at the present day site of the
Masonic Temple. Allen Tibbits and Joseph Hanchett arrived
from upstate New Yorkin 1831 and platted out a new village,
calling it “Lyons.” The settlement changed its name to
Coldwater within two years.

A small setflement called Masonville, located on the east
banks of the Coldwater River was named the first county
seat. However, shortly after that, the Village of Branch,
located south of the present-day airport, became the
county seatf from 1831 to 1842. Once Coldwater was named
county seat in 1842, both of these settlements ceased to
exist.

Coldwater became incorporated as a village in 1837,
afterreaching a population of 140, the same year Michigan
became a state. By 1840, the Potawatomi Indians were
“removed” farther west, although some Indians remained
and continued to live off the land.

Telegraph lines reached Coldwater in 1849, and the
railroad came to town in 1850. Coldwater had 370 houses
in 1851, but lost eight downtown stores that year because
of fires. In 1854, the first zoning laws prohibited the
construction of any frame (wood) building from Clay Street
to the downtown parks along West Chicago Street. This is
the reason the downtown buildings are constructed
completely of brick. Coldwater was incorporated as a city
in 1861.

In the 1890s, the public utilities started operations with
electrical service and a water system. In 1905, the present
city charter was adopted into law. Interstate 69 cut through
the middle of Branch County in 1967, forever changing
East Chicago Street.

One Mile Tour (Follow Numbers 1-11)
Two Mile Tour (Follow Numbers 1-27)
Five Mile Towur (Follow Numbers 1-42)

1. One Grand Street (Henry L. Brown Municipal Building)
The City and Board of Public Utilities offices are housed in
this 30,000 sq. ft. building, built in 2002, featuring limestone
exterior and rotunda area with geo-thermal heating and
cooling. The building was made possible through a very
generous confribution from Robert & Lynne Browne, and
was named after Dr. Browne's grandfather. Note the public
art (fountain and eagle) in front of building on Grand Street.
2. 28 West Chicago Street (Coldwater Executive Suites)
(Century Bank and Trust) Chartered on September 20, 1890,
the original name of this bank was Branch County Savings
Bank. In 1935, the Coldwater National Bank merged with
the larger Branch County Savings Bank, and with the merger
moved to this location. The building was the old E.R. Clark
Building, and had a new facade of sandstone and columns
added. In 1977, Branch County Bank moved to its brand
new building at 100 West Chicago Streetf, and in 1989
changed the name to Century Bank and Trust. This building
became home to the City offices unftil 2002. The building is
now home to the Coldwater Executive Suites, housing
several businesses.

3. 36 West Pearl Street (Kilgore International)

Completedin 1910 at a cost of $52,000, this third post office
served the Coldwater community for 60 years. The building
survives today as Kilgore International, an educational
supplier of skeletal and dental models.

4. 90 Division Street (Victorian Mansion Inn)

This Italianate home was built in 1870 by Alvin T. Lanphere,
who traded it in 1875 for the home of J. Franklin Pratt. The
Pratt family owned this magnificent home unfil it was sold
to Alfred Morency in 1926. Triple brick construction resulted
in 14 inch thick walls with identical floor plans for each level.
5. 89 Division Street (Orsamus B. Clark home)

This house was builtin 1854, in fine Gothic tradition of stucco
and wood ornamentation. Clark was a state level Whig Party
leader, a participant in the founding of the Republican
Party, and served as vice president of the liberal 1868
Republican Party Convention in Cincinnati that nominated
Horace Greenley for President.

6. 15 East Washington Street (Roosevelt School)

Built in 1923 at a cost of $140,000, this prior high school
survives today as an office complex. It was originally built
fo accommodate 225 students and in 1950 was crowded
with over 500 students. By 1955, a new high school was built
at the end of North Fremont Street. Over 700 students
enrolled at the new high school in September of 1956.

7. 43 South Hudson Street (First Church of Christ)

Built in 1920, this church survives today and is located on
the southeast corner of East Pearl and South Hudson Street.

8. 47 Division Street (Elks Temple)

This three-story Roman Revival design brick structure was
builtin 1864 as a Spiritualist Church called *Hope Chapel,”
at a cost of $22,000. By 18646, it was purchased by Dr. A.D.
Angle to become a hospital during the Spanish-American
War. Later it housed a museum collection. In the late 1800s
it was the residence of the Horace N. Buggy family.
Purchased by the Elks Club in 1907 for a price of $7,000,
there have been many renovations, including the removal
of four of the five original fireplaces. The twin fowers were
tfrimmed down in 1953, probably to “modernize” the
facade. Many of the windows have been covered and
the entire exterior has been covered with stucco. The
interior still remains grand with massive woodwork and
interesting architectural character. The Elks Club recently
remodeled and partially restored this historic building.

9. 31 Division Street (Branch County Courthouse)
According to some, an arsonist set the courthouse (c. 1887)
ablaze on the night of December 5, 1972. The building was
a total loss; it was replaced in 1976. After the fire, clock
parts were auctioned for $35 and the 3500 pound bell
(made by the same makers of the Liberty Bell) was stored.
The bell toll and sight of the clock was missed causing a
committee to be formed and a new clock fower built in
1988, 100 years after the installation of the original clock.
10. 10 East Chicago Street (Branch District Library)

E.R. Clarke donated funds for a building to replace the
town's modest library. Designed by local architect M.H.
Parker and costing $10,000, it opened in 1886 with
Governor-elect Cyrus E. Luce among the distinguished
guests at the ceremony. The librarian, Mary A. Eddy,
achieved prominence in her field and helped found the
Michigan Library Association in 1891. In 1977, the library
received an extensive remodeling with a large addition
to the south of the building at a cost of $774,700.

11. 52 Marshall Street (First Presbyterian Church)

This Romanesque Revival style building was started in 1866
and completed in 1869 for a total cost of $40,104. Note
the stone hood moldings and corbeled tables of brickwork.
The steeple is the highest in Southern Michigan, measuring
158 feet. It was recently remodeled with lighting added to
the steeple.

12. North on Hanchett Street

This street is composed with a range of architectural styles
including Colonial Revival, English Tudor Revival and
Queen Anne. As you tour, notice the interpretations of
each architect in their building.

13. 79 Harrison Street (Saint Charles Elementary School)
Builtin 1911, this school offered an alternative to the public
school system. A fire in the late 1960s put a halt fo the
parochial school for many years. With an extensive
renovation, kindergarten through fifth grade are offered
again today.
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